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City to Start Smart Meter For Utilities 
In late August, contractors for 

the City of Garden City Public 
Utilities Department will begin 
installing smart metering 
equipment for all water and 
electric users in Garden City.  
We estimate that the project, 
once completed in December, 
will provide water and electric 
customers additional benefits 
and savings. 
Smart meters help identify 

water leaks for commercial 
and residential customers.   

utility can also remotely discon-
nect electric service and later 
reconnect service using the same 
RF system.  
To install the new system, con-

tractors will need to get access to 
the meters serving each cus-
tomer.  Electric service will need 
to be interrupted briefly and con-
tractors will attempt to contact 
each customer prior to the inter-
ruption in electric service.  Usu-
ally contractors can complete 
their work within a few minutes 

Unauthorized use of water 
and electric services can be 
detected quickly; and the 
smart meters electronically 
report meter readings al-
most in real time without 
personnel traveling to each 
meter.  Information re-
ceived directly from the 
new meters will also im-
prove service restoration if 
storms damage utility lines.  
By using a secure FCC 
radio frequency (RF), the 

City Commission Approves 2011 Budget  
City Commissioners re-

cen t l y  ap p r o v ed  a 
$77,623,823 total budget for  
the City of Garden City for 
2011.   

Throughout the entire 
budget process, City Com-
missioners wanted to hold the 
mill levy down while also 
providing the services and 
programs that best meet com-
munity needs.  These goals 
often compete with each 
other, but the Commission 
achieved a common ground.  
Commissioners ultimately 
approved a property tax mill 
levy of 38.856 mills for the 
2011 fiscal year. 

The Commission commit-
ted to implementing the 
Comprehensive Plan adopted 
earlier this year by investing 
$25,000 in new community 
sidewalks, $24,000 in hous-
ing development incentives, 
and $20,000 to help property 
owners improve safety fea-
tures within their neighbor-
hoods. 

The Electric Utility repre-
sents the largest expense fund 
at just over $26 million.  Most 
of this fund is used for pur-
chased power from Wheatland 
Electric.  The other utilities 
(Solid Waste, Water, Waste 
Water and Stormwater) ac-
count for about $14 million.  
The remainder of the budgeted 
expenses operate the broad set 
of general governmental func-
tions in Garden City (Police, 
Fire, Streets, Parks, Cemeter-
ies, Zoo, Golf Course, Etc.), 
and provide for some cash 
reserves. 

Really, the City began plan-
ning for the 2011 budget in the 
fall of 2009 when residents 
began identifying community 
needs by sending the City sug-
gestions about what programs 
or services should be included 
in the Capital Improvement 
Plan. 

In August, your suggestions 
go to the Capital Improvement 
Plan committee, so that fellow 
residents can consider and 

prioritize them as well as put 
them into the Capital Improve-
ment Plan.   

Once the CIP is set, Com-
missioners and City staff talk 
about how the costs of funding   
programs and projects identi-
fied in the plan impact City 
finances. This allows City 
Commissioners and City staff 
to develop goals and depart-
ment budgets for the year.   

The City Manager and the 
Finance Director then meet 
with department heads over 
the next couple of months to 
identify things that must be in 
the budget and also to deter-
mine how to best meet Com-
mission and staff goals.  At the 
end of this process, the City 
Manager and Finance Director 
prepare a proposed budget for 
the City Commissioners to 
consider. 

Throughout June and July, 
the City Commission faces the 
challenge of being fiscally 
responsible while also funding 
things that meet community 

needs as it publicly reviews 
and discusses the proposed 
budget. 

Once Commissioners are 
satisfied with their recommen-
dations, a budget is prepared 
for final approval.  The budget 
is officially  approved at a  
public hearing and filed with 
the County Clerk on or before 
August 25, 2010.  Adopting 
the budget marks the end of 
the 2011 budget and the begin-
ning of the 2012 budget devel-
opment process. 

That’s how the City creates 
its budget.  It’s a year-long 
cyclical process that involves 
an entire community. 

 For more information on 
the 2011 Budget, please con-
tact our office at 276-1000, log 
on t o  our  w ebsi t e, 
www.garden-city.org or get a 
copy of the 2011 City of Gar-
den City Budget Summary at 
the City Administrative Cen-
ter, on our website, or at vari-
ous locations throughout the 
community. 

and electric service will be re-
turned at that time.  Water ser-
vice will not be interrupted as it 
does not need to be shut off to 
complete the installation of the 
smart metering equipment. 
If utility customers have ques-

tions about how the project will 
implemented, about how auto-
mated smart meters impact your 
billing, or anything else regard-
ing automated meter reading, 
please feel free to contact the 
City of Garden City at 276-1100. 
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Tell Us What You Think! 
Send Questions or Comments To: 
Tanner Lucas, Newsletter Editor 
tlucas@garden-city.org or 276-1160   
 

Your 
Garden City  
Commissioners 

 Mayor Jam es R. Behan:   276-7197   David Crase:  275-4840    
John Doll:  275-9304  Nancy J. Harness:  275-4340  Reynaldo R. Mesa:  275-2543 

The Public Works Department will be 
conducting the annual Fall Cleanup from 
Monday, October 4 through Friday, Oc-
tober 15th.  Please be aware that this free 
pickup service is only for residential 
areas.   

To accommodate the needs of resi-
dents, as well as the City collection 
crews, the City has been divided into 
eight collection areas to be serviced 
throughout the cleanup: 
x� Oct. 4: North of KS Ave. to south of 

the Bypass, between Fleming and the 
Bypass and north of Mary St. to north 
City Limits between Main St. and By-
pass; 

x�  Oct. 5: North of the drainage ditch to 
north City Limits between Hager Ad-
dition and Main St. 

x� Oct. 6: North of KS Ave. to south of 
Mary St.. between Main St. and Flem-

ing St. 
x� Oct. 7: North of KS Ave. to the drain-

age ditch between Taylor Ave. and 
Main St. 

x� Oct. 11: South City Limits to Fulton 
St. Between Taylor Ave.  And Center 
St.; south City Limits to KS Ave. be-
tween Center St. and Jennie Barker 
Rd., and Prairie Wind Subdivision. 

x� Oct. 12: North of Fulton St. to south 
of KS Ave. Between Main St. and 
Center St. 

x� Oct. 13: North of Fulton St. to south 
of KS Ave. Between Taylor St. and 
Main St. 

x� Oct. 14: North of Fulton St. to south 
of drainage ditch between west City 
Limits and Taylor Ave. 
Fr iday, Oct. 8 and Oct. 15 will be 

used as general collection days giving 
adequate coverage to those areas that 

may not have been completed 
during scheduled collection days.  
For those individuals who feel 
they may have been missed dur-
ing their scheduled collection day, 
please call 276-1270 before 
Thursday, October  14, to make 
arrangements to have your items 
collected. 

This notice will be printed in a 
future  edition of the Garden City 
Telegram and will also be posted 
on the City of Garden City web-
site, www.garden-city.org.  The 
website posting and newspaper 
story will include appropriate 
items for pick-up for further clari-
fication.  Please contact the Public 
Works Department at 276-1270 
should you have any questions 
about Fall Cleanup. 

Fall Cleanup Coming October 4-15 


