City of Garden City

2019 State

Legislative Agenda

Summary

In 2019 the City of Garden City seeks to preserve the values and
funding essential to effective local governance. The 2019 Legislative
Policy outlines a set of legislative issues that the City will ask State
representatives to champion. These issues ensure that core government services to Garden City residents remain intact; particularly
roads, public safety, passenger rail, commercial air service, and airport infrastructure along with protection from unfunded mandates.
Furthermore, the goals promote undiminished Home Rule, including the ability to adequately provide for managed growth through
annexation and the proper use of eminent domain. The following
agenda identifies these and other core areas of legislative importance
to Garden City as well as specific items we are asking our delegation
to address during the 2019 session.

Home Rule

Transportation

We support self-governance by locally elected officials as provided
for in the State’s Constitution. To ensure the best level of service for
our citizens, local governments should:

Passenger rail, freight rail, commercial aviation, general aviation,
adequate highways, and adequate bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure are critical to the safety of our citizens as well as a vital means
of maintaining and growing our local economy. We feel that infrastructure development in the western half of the state should be a top
priority as the State of Kansas seeks to complete projects through
the Transportation Works For Kansas Program. The City of Garden
City opposes any further depletion of KDOT funding to balance the
State budget.

•
•
•
•

Control their rights-of-way
Have condemnation authority
Be immune from tort liability
Be free to voluntarily cooperate with other public and private entities, as well as State government

We do not support actions at the state level that erode representative
democracy or local self-determination.

Annexation
The ability of Garden City to plan for growth is inherent to the ultimate success of our community and Finney County. We support the
ability of cities to use their annexation powers as they are currently
established in state statute. We oppose any change that limits the
authority of cities to grow through annexation.

Eminent Domain
Eminent Domain is a fundamental municipal right. The authority to
acquire property through condemnation proceeds is critical for public improvement projects. Furthermore, the use of eminent domain
for economic development has long been recognized as a legitimate
and beneficial use of this authority. We support the existing statutory
safeguards that were enacted to protect private property interests.

Housing
While housing needs in Southwest Kansas continue to grow, new
construction lags behind expectations and demand. Garden City
believes new housing construction and continued rehabilitation of
existing housing stock is the best way to meet its housing demand.
Garden City strongly supports the Moderate-Income Housing
(MIH) Program, an initiative funded by the State of Kansas and
administered by Kansas Housing Resources Corporation (KHRC),
which works to help cities and counties develop multi-family rental
units, single-family for-purchase homes, and water, sewer and street
extensions in communities with populations of fewer than 60,000
people. MIH funding can also be used to finance construction costs,
rehabilitate unsafe or dilapidated housing, and offer down-payment
and closing-cost assistance to homebuyers. Garden City encourages
the State to continue providing MIH funding and also expand its
financial commitment to this very important housing program.
The Rural Housing Incentive District (RHID) program offers an
important avenue for both the City and Developers for promoting
residential development. The City supports this program and would
encourage the development of other programs to help meet the residential needs of rural communities.

